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7kbmbg` !llb`gf^gmlÇ You will receive an initial grade (out of 100) for the unedited

version of your assignments. If you complete the revisions and send them back to me,

your final grade will b�



https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=abE9cVgAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=vPc4hwQAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=vPc4hwQAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao


&kb]ZrÅ .ho^f[^k ú (1:30 – 3 p.m.) – Presenting Your Science (SPEAKER/s
TBD)

● How can researchers effectively present their science to fellow
scientists and the public in a way that’s effective yet easy to
understand?

● How to talk to journalists
● In-class exercise: The “elevator pitch”

&kb]ZrÅ .ho^f[^k ā (1:30 – 3 p.m.) - Final seminar! Ethics in Science and
Science Writing / Making a career, hobby, or art of science writing

● 0e^Zl^ \hfie^m^ k^Z]bg` Zllb`gf^gm øý Za^Z] h_ \eZllÈ
● Ethics in Science and Science Writing

○ In-class activity and discussion: Identifying bias and conflicts of
interest in scientific research

● How do I freelance? Finding stories, pitching articles, and staying
sane
○ Jobs in science writing
○ Blogging, essaying, book writing and more

● &bklm ]kZ_m h_ pkbmbg` Zllb`gf^gm øü bl ]n^ [r fb]gb`amÊ

&kb]ZrÅ .ho^f[^k úþ (1:30 – 3 p.m.) É Class with MBL Seminar
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=PfciJkgAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao


2^Z]bg` !llb`gf^gm øúÇ 4a^ !km ¶ 3\b^g\^ h_
3mhkrm^eebg`

Wewill go over this guide from The Craft of Science Writing together:

● How to Read A Scientific Paper (pg 232)

The following science reporting options cover news updates using narrative, unique
structure, and/or a strong voice. You will select one to read and discuss during our
lede workshop in class.

“When an Eel Climbs a Ramp to Eat Squid From a Clamp, That’s a Moray” (PDF on
Canvas)

“What the Dippin’ Dots ‘cold chain’ can teach us about COVID-19 vaccines”

“They Didn’t Find Life in a Hopeless Place” (PDF on Canvas)

“The turtle egg that pinged back: Tracing a poaching pathway in Costa Rica.”

2^Z]bg` !llb`gf^gm øûÇ )gm^kob^pbg`

Please read the following from The Craft of Science Writing:

● Is Anyone Out There? Sourcing News Stories (pg 123)
● How to Conduct Difficult Interviews (pg 138)
● Including Diverse Voices in Science Stories (pg 145)

The following science stories do an exceptional job of integrating interviews into the
story. Please read at least one of the following published works before class hg 3^iÈ
úüÈ

“A Disturbing Twinkie That Has, So Far, Defied Science”

“‘Nonlethal Beanbags’ From Police Cause Serious Injury, Possible Brain Damage”

“Tiny Jumping Spiders Can See the Moon”

“The Chanterelle Hunter”
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/22/science/moray-eels-eat-land.html
https://www.popsci.com/story/health/covid-vaccine-cold-chain-dippin-dots-ice-cream/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/01/science/extreme-life-aliens.html
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/10/the-turtle-egg-that-pinged-back-tracing-a-poaching-pathway-in-costa-rica/
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/15/923411578/a-disturbing-twinkie-that-has-so-far-defied-science
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tarahaelle/2020/08/24/nonlethal-beanbags-from-police-cause-serious-injury-possible-brain-damage/?fbclid=IwAR2CYkbdHAf7prvgP6bTwT6EnzYaofYZuFkQQk2KdM-fpSaVs8mvJCXzws8&sh=2543c0ff36f5
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/06/jumping-spiders-can-see-the-moon/529329/
https://www.southernfoodways.org/the-chanterelle-seeker/


/news/breakthrough-prize-recognizes-discovery-mbl-new-organizing-principle-cells
/news/breakthrough-prize-recognizes-discovery-mbl-new-organizing-principle-cells
/news/cuttlefish-flamboyant-special-occasions-only
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/03/climate/mlk-segregation-pollution.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/03/climate/mlk-segregation-pollution.html
https://www.vice.com/en/article/53d5mn/a-heart-two-sizes-too-big
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/11/30/the-heavy-toll-of-the-black-belts-wastewater-crisis
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-fewer-black-americans-are-getting-the-covid-19-vaccine-no-its-not-hesitancy/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-fewer-black-americans-are-getting-the-covid-19-vaccine-no-its-not-hesitancy/


%g`ebla
Choose one of six recent scientific papers (sent by email after class) and write an

accessible and engaging news story about it. No interviews are required. 300-500

words. $n^ 3^imÈ ûù obZ #ZgoZl.

7kbmbg`



https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/07/20/the-really-big-one
https://www.hcn.org/issues/52.3/north-wildlife-the-mystery-of-mountain-lions
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/08/long-haulers-covid-19-recognition-support-groups-symptoms/615382/
https://www.newyorker.com/tech/annals-of-technology/gravitational-waves-exist-heres-how-scientists-finally-found-them
https://www.theopennotebook.com/2018/09/11/storygram-nicola-twilleys-the-billion-year-wave/?fbclid=IwAR01eVEF4gydwuvnKukhgzD0uDVFpEO1ztiVgi9HCimDttLevwp1oV2Zphg
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/27/health/endometriosis-griffith-uterus.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/driven-make-most-her-time-planet-mit-astronomer-has-set-audacious-goal-180951174/?no-ist
https://www.quantamagazine.org/maryam-mirzakhani-is-first-woman-fields-medalist-20140812
https://www.nytimes.com/2002/01/06/magazine/george-divoky-s-planet.html
https://www.harvard.com/book/charles_darwins_on_the_origin_of_species_a_graphic_adaptation/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780809089475/thestuffoflife
https://penguinrandomhousesecondaryeducation.com/book/?isbn=9780307908278
https://media.springernature.com/lw685/springer-static/image/art%3A10.1038%2Fs42003-019-0516-1/MediaObjects/42003_2019_516_Fig1_HTML.png?as=webp
https://www.sciencefriday.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Cheetahs_Anatomy-of-Speed_CMYK-1_resized.jpg
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/pressroom/reactions/infographics/yellowstone-infographic-hr.jpg
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/pressroom/reactions/infographics/moon-final-hr.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NygtUEvY9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mY6xf_h0N2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwPVeiMYi-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2Xb2GFK2yc
https://www.sciencefriday.com/segments/legacy-medicine-racism-book/
https://www.sciencefriday.com/segments/climate-futurism-exhibit/
https://radiolab.org/podcast/seagulls
https://gastropod.com/all-the-feels-how-texture-makes-taste/


https://gimletmedia.com/shows/howtosaveaplanet/o2hmzew/make-biking-cool-again
https://web.archive.org/web/20230315121403/https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2022/12/pacific-octopus-vigil-motherhood-eating-disorders/672340/
https://sessciencejournalism.wordpress.com/2022/01/01/mountain-roots-essay/
https://sessciencejournalism.wordpress.com/2022/01/06/essay-bamboo-vietnamese-identity/
https://sessciencejournalism.wordpress.com/2022/01/06/essay-bamboo-vietnamese-identity/


research?”

● “What was the first thing that came to mind when you achieved [X result]

in your work?”

● “What are the big unsolved mysteries in your field? If there was one

question you could answer tomorrow, what would it be?”

● “How does your work relate to [X specific aspect] of your life?” or, “How

does [X aspect of your work - going to sea, traveling, performing

experiments on animals] influence how you see things in your daily life?”

Similar to the above,



designed carefully with the scientists so that when a dust devil is tracked there is a

whole data package assembled.”

● 7ar bl mabl Z [Z] jnhm^Ì It’s full of jargon, including words that the writer

would have to cut out of the quote to then explain to the reader. (“change

detection,” and “AI vision processing.”) While Doyle seems to be telling us

something emotional in the first half of the quote— “we felt we had the

means…” — the second half of the quote describes something that the writer

could have explained with more description and better details.

A good quote: “For a long time we assumed that we would always miss weather events

like this, because by the time we realized something interesting was unfolding on Mars,

that data was hours or even days old,” says Doyle. “But when the first package arrived, I

was just like: wow. It felt like being there. We gave the robot the authority to make

these decisions, and it was like having a proxy for our own eyes 200 million miles

away.”

● 7ar bl mabl Z `hh] jnhm^Ì
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● National Association of Science Writers, www.nasw.org

● Society of Environmental Journalists, www.sej.org

● Council for the Advancement of Science Writing, www.casw.org

● Association of Health Care Journalists, www.healthjournalism.org

● American Association for the Advancement of Science, www.aaas.org

Books:
● A Field Guide for Science Writers, edited by Deborah Blum, Mary Knudson,

and Robin Marantz Henig

● OnWriting Well by William Zinsser

● Bird by Bird by Anne Lamott

● Am I making myself clear? A scientist’s guide to talking to the public by

Cornelia Dean

● The Science Writers’ Handbook: Everything You Need to Know to Pitch,

Publish, and Prosper in the Digital Age, by the Writers of SciLance, Thomas

Hayden and Michelle Nijhuis

● Best American Science and Nature Writing series

Online resources:
● The Open Notebook, www.theopennotebook.com

● Pew Research Center’s Project for Excellence in Journalism,

www.journalism.org

● Covering Climate Equitably: A Guide for Journalists

https://thesolutionsproject.org/tools/covering-climate/

Funding:
● Fund for Environmental Journalism, www.sej.org

● NASW Idea Grants, www.nasw.org

● Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources, www.injr.org

Science Writing Internships
● AAAS Mass Media Fellowship - places students and recent graduates

(within 1 year of graduation) with media organizations for science writing

training

● AAAS Diverse Voices in Science Journalism Internship

● The Economist Richard Casement Internship

● Science News Writing Internship

● FermiLab Science Writing Internship
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http://www.casw.org
http://www.healthjournalism.org
http://www.aaas.org
http://www.journalism.org
https://thesolutionsproject.org/tools/covering-climate/
http://www.sej.org
http://www.nasw.org
http://www.injr.org
https://www.aaas.org/programs/mass-media-fellowship
https://www.aaas.org/page/aaas-minority-science-writers-internship
https://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21714974-richard-casement-internship
https://www.aaas.org/page/science-news-writing-internship
https://news.fnal.gov/newsroom/internship-science-writing/


● The Scientist Internship

● Science Journalism Internship at the European Organisation for

Astronomical Research in the Southern Hemisphere (ESO)

● Science Friday Summer Radio Internship (usually opens for applications in

spring)

…And places to look for more internships and jobs:
● Journalism Jobs and a Photo of My Dog newsletter

● Science Writing News Roundup newsletter

● Council for Science Editors

● Culture Dish on Twitter

2024 SES SCIENCEWRITING SEMINAR | PAGE 14

https://www.the-scientist.com/freelance#1
https://recruitment.eso.org/jobs/2019_0054
https://www.sciencefriday.com/about/careers/
https://journojobs.substack.com/
https://sciencewriting.substack.com/
https://councilscienceeditors-jobs.careerwebsite.com/jobs
https://twitter.com/culturedish

